Unsuspected pneumococcal bacteraemia is not uncommon in febrile children who have no focus of infection.1-4 Such children are generally aged between 6 and 24 months, have a temperature of .38.9'C, and leucocytosis .15 x 109/1. Some of them present with febrile seizures. Pneumococcaemia responds well to intravenous penicillin; spontaneous resolution has been described. [1] [2] [3] [4] However there is the risk of developing meningitis.
We report 14 cases of occult pneumococcaemia in children. Meningitis developed in 2 of them despite the fact that they were being treated with intravenous penicillin, and it also developed in a third child who was not being given antibiotics.
Subjects and results
Fourteen children were admitted to Turku University Hospital or Aurora Hospital, Helsinki 
